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IN THE CLAIMS: 

All of the pending claims 3-7 and 10-18 are set forth below. The status of each claim is 
indicated with one of (original), (cancelled), (previously presented), or (currently amended). 
Please AMEND claims 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 13, and 16-18 in accordance with the following: 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) A method of predicting an initial input of a new product for 
predicting a sales volume or market share at the launch of a new product, wherein 

more than one people numerically evaluate a plurality of past products and said new 
product, with respect to a plurality of factors which are considered to influence a sales volume or 
market share, 

a structured neural network calculates a sales volume or market share of said new 
product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past products and said 
new products given by each one of said people with respect to said factors and actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and obtains said factors contributing to 
the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors, 

comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said new products for each one of 
said people are calculated based on the numerical values with respect to said factors, 
correlation coefficients are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations on said past 
products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of 
said past products, the sales volumes or market shares of said new product calculated for said 
more than one people by said structured neural network are layered out based on the correlation 
coefficients for said more than one people, average values and confidence intervals of the sales 
volumes or market shares of said new product in the respective layers are calculated, and 

a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on the average 
values and the confidence intervals for the respective layers, the sales volumes or market 
shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said 
factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitud e s magnitude of said factors. 

4. (currently amended) A method of predicting an initial input of a new product for 
predicting a sales volume or market share at the launch of a new product, wherein 
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more than one people numerically evaluate a plurality of past products and said new 
product, with respect to a plurality of factors which are considered to influence a sales volume or 
market share, 

a structured neural network calculates a sales volume or market share of said new 
product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past products and said 
new products given by each one of said people with respect to said factors and actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and obtains said factors contributing to 
the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors, 

comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said new products for each one of 
said people are calculated based on the numerical values with respect to said factors, 
relationships are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations on said past products by 
each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past 
products, the sales volumes or market shares of said new product are calculated for said more 
than one people based on the relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on said new 
product, and 

a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on the calculated 
sales volumes or market shares of said new product for said more than one people, the sales 
volumes or market shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural 
network, and said factors contributing to the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said 
factors. 

5. (previously presented) A method of predicting an initial input of a new product as 
set forth in Claim 4, wherein the relationships between the comprehensive evaluations on said 
past products and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products are 
calculated through regression analysis in which the comprehensive evaluations are used as a 
predictor variable and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares are used as a criterion 
variable. 

6. (currently amended) A method of predicting an initial input of a new product for 
predicting a sales volume or market share at the launch of a new product, wherein 

more than one people numerically evaluate a plurality of past products and said new 
product, with respect to a plurality of factors which are considered to influence a sales volume or 
market share, 

a structured neural network calculates a sales volume or market share of said new 
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product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past products and said 
new products given by each one of said people with respect to said factors and actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and obtains said factors contributing to 
the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors, 

comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said new products for each one of 
said people are calculated based on the numerical values with respect to said factors, 
correlation coefficients are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations on said past 
products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of 
said past products, relationships are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations by each 
one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products, 
the sales volumes or market shares of said new product are calculated for said more than one 
people based on the relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on said new product, the 
calculated sales volumes or market shares of said new product for said more than one people 
are layered out based on the correlation coefficients for said more than one people, average 
values and confidence intervals of the sales volumes or market shares of said new product in 
the respective layers are calculated, and 

a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on the average 
values and the confidence intervals for the respective layers, the sales volumes or market 
shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said 
factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitud e s magnitude of said factors. 

7. (previously presented) A method of predicting an initial input of a new product as 
set forth in Claim 6, wherein the relationships between the comprehensive evaluations on said 
past products and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products are 
calculated through regression analysis in which the comprehensive evaluations are used as a 
predictor variable and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares are used as a criterion 
variable. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) A system for predicting an initial input of a new product 
which uses a method of predicting an initial input of a new product for predicting a sales volume 
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or market share at the launch of a new product, wherein 

an evaluation unit taking input data from more than one people and numerically ev a luate 
evaluating a plurality of past products and said new product, with respect to a plurality of factors 
which are considered to influence a sales volume or market share, 

a structured neural network calculates a sales volume or market share of said new 
product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past products and said 
new products given by each one of said people with respect to said factors and actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and obtains said factors contributing to 
the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors, 

comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said new products for each one of 
said people are calculated based on the numerical values with respect to said factors, 
correlation coefficients are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations on said past 
products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of 
said past products, the sales volumes or market shares of said new product calculated for said 
more than one people by said structured neural network are layered out based on the correlation 
coefficients for said more than one people, average values and confidence intervals of the sales 
volumes or market shares of said new product in the respective layers are calculated,, and 

a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on the average 
values and the confidence intervals for the respective layers, the sales volumes or market 
shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said 
factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitude of said factors. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A system for predicting an initial input of a new product 
which uses a method of predicting an initial input of a new product for predicting a sales volume 
or market share at the launch of a new product, wherein 

an evaluation unit taking input data from more than one people and numerically e valuat e 
evaluating a plurality of past products and said new product, with respect to a plurality of factors 
which are considered to influence a sales volume or market share, 

a structured neural network calculates a sales volume or market share of said new 
product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past products and said 
new products given by each one of said people with respect to said factors and actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and obtains said factors contributing to 
the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors, 

comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said new products for each one of 
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said people are calculated based on the numerical values with respect to said factors, 
corre l at i on coeffici e nts relationships are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations on 
said past products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market 
shares of said past products, the sales volumes or market shares of said new product are 
calculated for said more than one people by said structur e d n e ural network aro lay e r e d out 
based on the corr el at i on cooff i c ie nts relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on for sa i d 
mor e than ono p e op l e, av e rage va l ues and confid e nc e i nt e rva l s of th e sa le s volum e s or mark e t 
shar e s of said new product^ in th e r e sp e ctiv e l ayers ar e ca l cu l at e d and 

a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on the calculated 
sales volumes or market shares of said new product for said more than one people, av e rag e 
va l ues and tho confid e nce i nterva l s for th e respect i v e l ay e rs, the sales volumes or market 
shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said 
factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitude of said factors. 

12. (previously presented) The system for predicting an initial input of a new product 
as set forth in Claim 11 , wherein the relationships between the comprehensive evaluations on 
said past products and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products 
are calculated through regression analysis in which the comprehensive evaluations are used as 
a predictor variable and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares are used as a criterion 
variable. 

13. (currently amended) A system for predicting an initial input of a new product T 
which uses a method of predicting an initial input of a new product for predicting a sales volume 
or market share at the launch of a new product, wherein 

an evaluation unit taking input data from more than one people and numerically e va l uat e 
evaluating a plurality of past products and said new product, with respect to a plurality of factors 
which are considered to influence a sales volume or market share, 

a structured neural network calculates a sales volume or market share of said new 
product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past products and said 
new products given by each one of said people with respect to said factors and actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and obtains said factors contributing to 
the calculation and the magnitudes of said factors, 

comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said new products for each one of 
said people are calculated based on the numerical values with respect to said factors, 
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correlation coefficients are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations on said past 
products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of 
said past products , relationships are calculated between the comprehensive evaluations by each 
one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products , 
the sales volumes or market shares of said new product are calculated for said more than one 
people based on the relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on said new product, the 
calculated sales volume or market shares of said new product for said more than one people - by 
sa i d structured n e ura l n e twork are layered out based on the correlation coefficients for said more 
than one people, average values and confidence intervals of the sales volumes or market 
shares of said new product in the respective layers are calculated^ and 

a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on the average 
values and the confidence intervals for the respective layers, the sales volumies or market 
shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said 
factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitude of said factors. 

14. (previously presented) The system for predicting an initial input of a new product 
as set forth in Claim 13, wherein the relationships between the comprehensive evaluations on 
said past products and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products 
are calculated through regression analysis in which the comprehensive evaluations are used as 
a predictor variable and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares are used as a criterion 
variable. 

15. (previously presented) A computer readable recording medium which stores a 
program for causing a computer to predict a sales volume or market share at the launch of a 
new product, said recording medium storing a program including: 

a procedure for causing a computer to input data which are evaluations in the form of 
numerical values made by more than one people on a plurality of past products and said new 
product, with respect to a plurality of factors, including actual sales volume or actual market 
shares of said past products, which are considered to influence a sales volume or market share; 

a procedure for causing a computer to calculate comprehensive evaluations on said past 
products and said new products for each one of the people based on the numerical values with 
respect to said factors; 

a procedure for causing a computer to calculate correlation coefficients between said 
comprehensive evaluations on said past products by each one of the people and the actual 



8 



Serial No. 09/870,021 

sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products; 

a procedure for causing a computer to calculate relationships between said 
comprehensive evaluations on said past products by each one of the people and the actual 
sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products; 

a procedure for causing a computer to calculate the sales volumes or market shares of 
said new product for the more than one people, based on said relationships and said 
comprehensive evaluations on said new product; 

a procedure for causing a computer to layer out the sales volumes or market shares of 
said new product calculated through said procedure for the more than one people, based on 
said correlation coefficients for the more than one people; 

a procedure for causing a computer to calculate average values and confidence intervals 
of the sales volumes or market shares for the respective layers which are created through said 
procedure; and 

a procedure for causing a computer to output the average values and the confidence 
intervals in the respective layers calculated through said procedure. 

16. (currently amended) A computer readable recording medium which stores a 
program for causing a computer to predict a sales volume or market share at the launch of a 
new product, said recording medium storing: 

a program for causing a computer to execute a procedure for entering data which are 
evaluations in the form of numerical values made by more than one people on a plurality of past 
products and said new product, with respect to a plurality of factors, including actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, which are considered to influence a 
sales volume or market share; 

a structured neural network which calculates sales volumes or market shares of said new 
product for said more than one people based on the numerical values with respect to said 
factors given on said past products and said new product given by said more than one people 
and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products, said structured 
neural network obtaining said factors contributing to the calculation and the magn i tud e s 
magnitude of said factors; and 

a program for causing a computer to execute the following procedures which are: 

a procedure of calculating comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said 
new products for each one of said people based on the numerical values with respect to said 
factors; 
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a procedure of calculating correlation coefficients between the comprehensive 
evaluations on said past products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or 
actual market shares of said past products; 

a procedure of layering the sales volumes or market shares of said new product 
calculated by said structured neural network for said more than one people, based on the 
correlation coefficients for said more than one people; 

a procedure of calculating average values and confidence intervals of the sales volumes 
or market shares for the respective layers which are created through said procedure; and 

a procedure of outputting the average values and the confidence intervals in the 
respective layers calculated through said procedure, the sales volumes or market shares 
calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said factors 
contributing to the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors. 

1 7. (currently amended) A computer readable recording which stores a program 
which causes a computer to predict a sales volume or market share at the launch of a new 
product, said recording medium storing: 

a program for causing a computer to execute a procedure for entering data which are 
evaluations in the form of numerical values made by more than one people on a plurality of past 
products and said new product, with respect to a plurality of factors, including actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, which are considered to influence a 
sales volume or market share; 

a structured neural network which calculates sales volumes or market shares of said new 
product for said more than one people based on the numerical values with respect to said 
factors given on said past products and said new product given by said more than one people 
and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products, said structured 
neural network obtaining said factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitud e s 
magnitude of said factors; and 

a program for causing a computer to execute the following procedures which are: 

a procedure of calculating comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said 
new products for each one of said people based on the numerical values with respect to said 
factors; 

a procedure of obtaining relationships between the comprehensive evaluations on said 
past products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares 
of said past products; 
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a procedure of calculating the sales volumes or market shares of said new product for 
said more than one people based on the relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on 
said new product; and 

a procedure of outputting the sales volumes or market shares of said new product 
calculated for said more than one people through said procedure, the sales volumes or market 
shares calculated for said more than one people by said structured neural network, and said 
factors contributing to the calculation and the magn i tud e s magnitude of said factors. 

1 8. (currently amended) A computer readable recording medium which stores a 
program which causes a computer to predict a sales volume or market share at the launch of a 
new product, said recording medium storing: 

a program for causing a computer to execute a procedure for entering data which are 
evaluations in the form of numerical values made by more than one people on a plurality of past 
products and said new product, with respect to a plurality of factors, including actual sales 
volumes or actual market shares of said past products, which are considered to influence a 
sales volume or market share; 

a structured neural network which calculates sales volumes or market shares of said new 
product for said more than one people based on the numerical values with respect to said 
factors given on said past products and said new product given by said more than one people 
and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products, said structured 
neural network obtaining said factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitud e s 
magnitude of said factors; and 

a program for causing a computer to execute the following procedures which are: 

a procedure of calculating comprehensive evaluations on said past products and said 
new products for each one of said people based on the numerical values with respect to said 
factors; 

a procedure of calculating correlation coefficients between the comprehensive 
evaluations on said past products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or 
actual market shares of said past products; 

a procedure of obtaining relationships between the comprehensive evaluations on said 
past products by each one of said people and the actual sales volumes or actual market shares 
of said past products; 

a procedure of calculating the sales volumes or market shares of said new product for 
said more than one people, based on the relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on 
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said new product; 

a procedure of layering the sales volumes or market shares of said new product 
calculated through said procedure for said more than one people, based on the correlation 
coefficients for said more than one people; 

a procedure of calculating average values and confidence intervals of the sales volumes 
or market shares for the respective layers which are created through said procedure; and 

a procedure of outputting the average values and the confidence intervals in the 
respective layers, the sales volumes or market shares calculated for said more than one people 
by said structured neural network, and said factors contributing to the calculation and the 
magnitud e s magnitude of said factors. 
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